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“The Town Spot,” Hempstead in 1835. Fulton and Main Streets. 
(See next page 
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A Private Sanitarium for 
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Wines and Liquors 
Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 
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“The Town Spot”, Hempstead 


It was here, in the present vil- 
lage of Hempstead, that in 1644 
the founders of Hempstead town 
first built their homes. Here on 
the last day of February in 1665 
convened the famous Hempstead 
Assembly which enacted the Duke’s 
Laws by which the province was 
governed for many years. 

Benjamin F. Thompson (1839) 
stated that the town name came 
from Hemel-Hempstead in Hert- 
fordshire, England, while Dr. E. B. 
O’Callaghan (1845) credited the 
Dutch with first naming the town 
Heemstede from “the neatest vil- 
lage on the island of Schouwen in 
Zeeland.” Brodhead (1853) agreed 
with O’Callaghan as did Thompson 
in his third edition (1912). 

Nevertheless, both George D. A. 
Combes, one time town historian, 
and Bernice Schultz, author of “Co- 
lonial Hempstead” (1937), credit its 
English founders with first using 
the name as Hempsted in 1644. 





Oyster Shell Road Dressing 


I was most interested in the ar- 
ticle on Old Time Roads by Kate 
W. Strong in the June Forum and 
particularly in the statement that 
oyster shells were used only once 
on the roads in East Setauket. It 
is my recollection that they were 
used for quite a few years in the 
Sayville area around the turn of 
the century, and quite successfully. 
Charles H. Green, A.P.S.A. Los 
Gatos, California. 

Note: Oystershell road-surfacing 
was a common and successful prac- 
tice on Long Island before motor 
traffic necessitated more substan- 
tial roads, such as macadam and 
concrete. 


I find the Forum as _ indispens- 
able as ever, and look forward to 
its arrival with eager anticipation. 
Wilson L. Glover, Southhold. 


Would miss it (the Forum) ter- 
ribly if we didn’t receive it. Enjoy 
it a lot. Mrs. Sidney Gerrodette, 
Patchogue. 





FREEPORT 8-1212 





86 E. SUNRISE H'WAY 





GRover 3-0270 


SWEZEY FUEL CO. 
Coal and Fuel Uils 
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Pt. Jef. 555 














Funeral Director 


Arthur W. Overton 
Day and Night Service 


172 Main St. Tel. 10865 Islip 














CASH AND CARRY 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
AMityville 4-1348 
Dixon Avenue Copiague 














AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 


For Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 
Merrick and County I.ine Roads 
Tel. Amityville 4-0909-4-0910 














Catering 
for 
All Social Functions 
Conventions Meetings 


Anniversaries, Etc. 


PETERS 


176 Park Ave. 


Tel. 


Amityville 


Amityville 4-1350 














Highest Grade 


MEATS 
South Side Meat Market 


Stephen Queirolo, Prop. 
At the Triangle Amityville 
AMityville 4-0212 




















LEIGH’S TAXICABS 
MOTOR VANS - STORING 
WAREHOUSE 
Auto Buses For Hire 
AMityville 4-0225 
Near Amityvile Depot 
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East SHampton’s “Dominy (locks 


A VID GRAYSON writing 

about Time said, “It is one 
of the provoking, but interesting 
things about life that it will never 
stop a moment.” It has been in- 
teresting to discover that in our 
beautiful town of East Hampton 
we have clocks more than one hun- 
dred and fifty years old that, like 
time itself, are still going on. 

It was in the early eighteenth 
century in the old homestead still 
standing in lower Main Street that 
these clocks were made by a Nath- 
aniel Dominy. If they were made 
there before his time, there are 
as yet no records to verify it. 

He was born in 1737, the fourth 
Nathaniel of his family which had 


arrived on eastern Long Island 
sometime in the late 1600's. 


An old ledger of his, dating as 
early as 1764, still held by the fam- 
ily, records the sale of a clock he 
made for Henry Dayton, April 12, 
1769, for six pounds. At that time 
a pound was the equivalent of 
$2.50. The last clock recorded in 
this ledger was made April 20, 
1809 for Abraham Edwards for 11 
pounds, or $27.50. 

This Nathaniel Dominy died in 
1812, but as there are clocks to be 
seen in the village now that bear 
the Dominy name and later dates, 
it is evident that his only son, Nath- 
aniel, whom he mentions in this 
ledger, still carried on the clock- 
making craft in the old clock shop, 
or the Little Shop as the family 
called it, on the west end of the 
old homestead. 


At the east end is the cabinet 
shop where the elder Dominy, us- 
ing tools of his own devising, made 
everything from buttons to coffins. 
Family legend has it that an old 
Indian basket-maker who frequent- 
ed the Dominy homestead once 
asked the clockmaker if there was 
anything that he couldn’t make. He 
replied that he could make any- 
thing he had a pattern for. Then 
turning to the Indian, the clock- 
maker asked if he could make a 
basket that would hold water. It 
wasn't many days before the Indian 
returned with a basket that did hold 


water and a fishhawk’s nest as a 


Elizabeth Brown 
Editor’s Note 


Following retirement from the 
New York City schooi system, Miss 
Brown, a sister-in-law of the clock- 
maker’s great-great-grandson, be- 
came a resident of East Hampton. 
This article, which first appeared 
in the Forum sixteen years ago, 
will, we believe, be of interest to 


‘subsequent subscribers. 





pattern for his friend the clock- 


maker. 
clocks 
which 


these old 
brass of 


The works in 
were made of a 









Nathaniel Dominy was particularly 
proud. It was his own formula, 
and ‘ft contained no grit or any- 
thing that would cause undue wear, 
which perhaps explains the reli- 
ability of the clocks of which their 
present owners boast. His forges, 
pots. and many other tools for creat- 
ing silver spoons and buckles as 
well as the brass for his clocks, 
were also made in the old home. 
Some of these tools are exhibited 
in the Historical Museum in Clin- 
ton Academy, East Hampton. 
Besides the forty-one clocks re- 
corded in the old ledger from 1769 
to 1809, there are some thirty or 


a 


Dominy “Telltale Alarm Repeatér” of 1797 
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more not recorded there, but in 
existence and investigated in recent 
years before his death in 1940 by 
Capt. Tyson Dominy and the writer. 
Some of these clocks date back to 
1828; all are in good condition and 
running, often more dependably 
than our modern electric clocks. 
All Dominy clocks are of three 
distinct models, housed in tall, plain 
boxes standing at varying heights 
from the floor. The long door in 
front is fastened by small wrought- 
iron hinges of a hook-and-eye de- 


sign. Behind the door one finds 





Domimy “One Stroock” 


one or two weights and a long 
pendulum, sometimes bearing in- 
itials or dates. 

The first model, which Nathaniel 
Dominy called a timepiece, had but 
one hand designating not only the 
hour but fraction thereof. These 
he sold as low as 5 pounds or $12. 

The second model is a clock 
with two hands that would either 
strike once on the hour or not at 
all. The former he called the “one 
stroock,” the latter the silent clock. 


The third, the most elaborate and 
expensive, is described in his ledger 
as a ‘telltale, alarm, and repeating 
clock.” In a letter he wrote to a 
Gardiner he described one of these 
as a “horologiographical” clock. 
The face always bore his name in 
his characteristic script, the year it 
was made, and usually a digit of the 
year in each corner. The date of 
the month, and often the number 
of the day of the week also ap- 
peared. This clock had an alarm 


Continued on page 154 


144 





AUGUST 1958 








Bank and Borrow 


AT 


THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 


AND TRUST COMPANY 


°" BAY SHORE 


OPEN FRIDAY EVENINGS 6:30 TO 8 
128 West Main Street 


Member Federa! Deposit Insurance Corporation 








Bay Shore, N. Y. 


Member Federal Reserve System 








Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp’n 
Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 


Designers and Manufacturers of the 
Cougar S2F Sub Killer 
and the Albatross 


Liger 


Airplanes for the U. S. Navy and the Air Force 














WILLIAM A. NICHOLSON 
Vice President 


JOHN E. NICHOLSON 
President 
Nicholson & Galloway 
Established 1849 
Roofing and Waterproofing 


Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall and roof 


leaks in schools, churches, banks, public buildings, etc. 


426 East 110th Street 


New York City 
LEhigh 4-2076 


Cedar Swamp Road 
Brookville, L. I. 
BRookville 5-0020 

















Bayside Federal Savings 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 
THREE OFFICES FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 
GLEN OAKS — BAYSIDE — WINDSOR PARK 
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Per Annum, Compounded Quarterly 
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“Pine “Plains and Scruboaks 


| 1670 Daniel Denton wrote: 

“Toward the middle of Long 
Island lyeth a plain sixteen miles 
long and four broad, upon which 
plain grows very fine grass, that 
makes exceeding good hay, and is 
very good pasture for sheep or 
other cattle: where you shall find 
neither stick nor stone...” 

Other historians mention that 
grassy plain; some with awe, some 
with admiration. But few have 
ever extolled the virtues of another 
plain which lies just a little farther 
east. Separated from the first by 
a range of hills, the second plain 
has sometimes been referred to as 
the “Bushy Plains”. 

To the sanctity of that stretch 
of land, General Woodhull at- 
tempted to drive the cattle of 
Queens Co. when the British took 
the heights of Brooklyn. Since 
that ill-fated venture the area has 
become a haven, not only for cattle, 
but for thousands of happy satis- 
fied human beings and a galaxy 
of wild life. To quote from Over- 
ton’s Long Island's Story: ‘Hardy 
Howers, like daisies, asters, golden 
rod, butter and eggs, or white sweet 
clover flourish in the fields and 
along the road;. The lupine and 
low-growing aster and wintergreen 
vine with its pretty white blossoms 
and jolly red berries so good to 
cat are tucked away among the 
stunted pines and oaks in the sandy 
soil of the Pine Barrens’. 

Much of that intrinsic beauty 
still remains. The hills on the 
northern edge of the supposed 
wasteland seem to be standing 
guard against the cold elements 
from the arctic and, in the summer, 
cool breezes from the ocean help 
to keep the temperature moderate 
so that we still find some of those 
age-old plants enjoying that en- 
vironment. 

But that practical, hardworking 
group of settlers on Long Island 
held no such vision of the scrub- 
oak. They owned it, through Royal 
grant and Indian deed, but that 
they considered it practically worth- 
less is seen by the following: At 
an annual meeting of the Town 
of Huntington, held at the house 


Roy E. Lott 


of Ezra Smith April 4, 1854, it 
was ‘Resolved that the Trustees of 
this Town be and are hereby au- 
thorized to sell that portion of the 
Town property known as the Pine 
Plains, containing three thousand 
acres of land more or less and in- 
vest the proceeds arising there- 
from in such a way as they shall 
in their judgement think best for 
the interest of the Town and the 
annual Interest or income arising 
therefrom to be applied in pay- 
ment of the expenses of the Town’. 

The property was duly adver- 
tised, and offers from $3.06 to 
$5.00 per acre were received. Then 
on July 24, 1855 the following 
offer was received: “I propose to 
purchase the 3,000 acres of land 
belonging to the Town of Hunt- 
ington . . . I offer you five dollars 
and thirty-three and one-third cents 
per acre for the whole three thou- 
sand acres, payable on receiving the 
deed, in the Mechanics Fire Insur- 
ance Company's Stock at par. 
(signed) A. M. Cotter, 128 Fulton 
St., N. Y. City”. 


On August 11, 1855 the Trustees 


decided to sell one-half of the land 
to the second highest bidder tor 
$5.00 an acre as this bidder offered 
payment in mortgages held on local 
property, and this security was 
thought to be more satisfactory. 
Thus the town disposed of 1500 
acres of Jand for which there was 
no apparent use. The inhabitants 
evidently thought well of the trans- 
action, for at the next annual town 
meeting held at the house of Ezra 
Smith on April 1, 1856 it was ‘Re- 
solved, that we tender our present 
board of Trustees and especially the 
President (Lawrence Seaman) of 
the board our thanks for the ef 
ficient manner in which they have 
discharged their duties and especial- 
ly in disposing of the Plain Lands, 
Resolved, that the Resolution pass- 
ed at Town meeting be published 
in the newspapers of the Town’’. 
Evidently its full import hadn't 
at that time been fully realized, 
but a new era was already under 
way, for in 1844 the railroad had 
blazed an iron trail through those 
plains. Narrow wagon roads from 
the villages on the north and south 
sides of the Island were opened, 
farms laid out along those roads, 
and settlers were attempting to eke 





Cutting Hay in Colonial Times 
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out a living in the quiet of central 
Long Island. 

The advent of new homes called 
for the aid of artisans and several 
brickyards in the heart of the wil- 
derness. A vein of conglomerate 
stone was discovered just north of 
Pinelawn, and that stone was mined 
and used for the foundations of 
homes, many of which are still 
standing on that quaint old reddish 
stone. 

An active spring in that same 
area came into prominence when 
the discovery was made that the 
water therefrom contained minerals 
considered to have medicinal value. 
Water was bottled there and sent 
to many parts of the country. But 
the immediate source of revenue 
was from the wood which grew 
in abundance. Wood was needed 
for the railroad, for New York 
City fireplaces, for timber used in 
constructing buildings, and _ for 
heating the local homes. 

Every farmer on those plains 
burned wood for heating and cook- 
ing, and nostalgic thoughts bring 
to mind the buckwheat pancakes 
made from home-grown grain, on 
a ‘soapstone’ griddle over the 
resinous pine in the kitchen stove. 
At night when the kerosene in the 
lamps was getting low, the young 
folks would disrobe beside the heat 
given by that same pine, and hurry 
upstairs to bed in a room where 
the water in the washbowl would 
be frozen by morning. 

But life on those plains was not 
entirely devoid of pleasure, nor was 
every task arduous. In the spring 
the farmers would vie with one 


another in carting fertilizer from 
the side-track of the railroad; till 
the soil, and each would endeavor 
to raise cabbage, pickles and pota- 
toes, larger and better than his 
neighbor. The writer had his first 
experience behind a team and a 
10-inch bottom plow in that soil, 
turning under a cover crop of good 
thick winter-grown rye. 

Recently, one of the townships 
which embraces part of that area 
purchased a small part of it for 
use as a playground, at a greater 
price than was received for the 
entire 3,000 acres. 

Many changes have come to that 
flat expanse of brushland. Roads, 
like Carll’s Straight Path, Caleb 
Smith’s Hay Path, and others, 
which were created by the need for 
salt-hay from the south meadows, 
are now crossed by wide boule- 
vards on which live thousands of 
people who do net know that they 
are on the soil so eagerly disposed 
of by town resolution in 1855; 
that same soil where wildlife en- 
joyed a natural habitat; and where 
once grew the graceful and worthy 
pine. 

I have taken the Forum many 
years and would not want to miss 
a single copy. Mrs. H. E. Mott, 
Eastport. (Note: Mr. Mott’s uncle, 
Capt. Ezra Mott, was keeper of 
Fire Island Lighthouse for many 
years.) 

We continue to enjoy the Forum 
and then mail the issues to our 
daughter in Suffern, N. Y. where 
they are well received. Mrs. Felix 
K. Parker, Roanoke, Virginia. 














Broadlawn Manor Nursing Home 





Especially Constructed Building 


BATH IN EVERY ROOM 








400 Broadway (Route 110), off Sunrise Highway 
Amityville, Long Island 


Gracious Living for Convalescent 
and Retired Guests 
}—Recreation Program 
{*J—Rehabilitation Facilities 
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AMityville 4-0222 
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That was an interesting story 
by Roy E. Lott about Commander 
Meade of the US Navy in the May 
Forum. Capt. R. N. Smythe. 

The town of Huntington engaged 
its first school teacher, Jonas 
Holdsworth, on February 11, 1657. 








TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION For Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
Summer, Fall aad Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits. 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 


Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 


INTERIOR DECOR. and DISPLAY 
Courses here prepare students for the fasci- 
nating and remunerative fields of commercial 
art. Maximum instruction in minimum time. 
Active Free Placement Bureau. 
Send for Cirevlar For Phone CO. 5-2077. 
REGISTER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand! 


Traphagen, 1688 B’way (52 St.) N. Y. 19 








Summertime Gifts 


IN CHINA 
Minton Bone, Spode, Doulton 
Syracuse, Lenox 


IN STERLING 
Stieff Towle Gorham 
IN GLASS 
Fostoria Tiffin Duncan 


And Other Quality Lines 


TOOMEY’S GIFTS 
85 Main St. BAY SHORE 
17 E. Main St. Smithtown 




















Serving Suffolk 


e Massapequa to Hampton Bays 
e Cold Spring Harbor to 
Greenport 


OVER 3() YEARS! 
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Legend of the “Blue (-rock 


NE of the most intriguing 

tales ever set down about 
strange events on Fire Island came 
to our attention in a book written 
years ago by the illustrious Edward 
Richard Shaw. Later the story was 
retold in the Forum by that famous 
writer of Long Island _ historical 
events, Kate Wheeler Strong; and 
still later mentioned by Jeannette 
Edwards Rattray in her splendid 
book Ship Ashore. Our tale is not 
of the so-called Money Ship, but 
of the recovery of a small fortune 
in gold which presumably was bur- 
ied by one of the survivors of that 
vessel. It is our opinion, contrary 
to others, that three men survived 
the wreck and not the captain of 
the ship alone. It is further our 
opinion that some day the excava- 
tion for a beach cottage, or other 
activity, may unearth the fortunes 
buried by the captain’s companions. 
And now, the tale. 

For many years prior to 1856, 
a certain middle-aged retired sea- 
man whom we shall refer to as 
The Skipper, had made a habit and 
a hobby of sailing his small cutter 
across Great South Bay to Fire 
Island and strolling along the beach 
at the foot of the dunes. So intent 
was the man on his favorite past- 
time, that it had become quite a 
source of amusement to his ‘family 
and friends. They failed to notice 
that he was always in his best spirits 
after a storm of long duration; one 
which would have made unbeliev- 
able changes in the sand-dunes and 
the conformation of the beach fac- 
ing the sea. It never occured to 
them that he had anything in mind 
except to pick up odds and ends 
which were cast up by the ocean. 
Actually, the old man had a definite 
purpose, and while it took nearly 
ten years before it reached maturity, 
it proved once again that diligence 
is often rewarded. 

Early one morning, after a three- 
day south-easter had raged along 
the coast with unusual fury, the 
Skipper took off for the beach. 
Upon landing, his first move was 
to see to the readiness of his gun, 
a habit he found comforting, be- 
cause upon more than one occasion 
he had experienced a feeling of 


Douglas Tuomey 
being watched, an eerie apprehen- 
sion frequently felt by chance visit- 
ors to the lonesome island. His 


second move was always to drag 
his boat well up on the sandy shore 
of the bay, and as another precau- 
tion, set the anchor well into the 








Coins Found on Outer Beach 


sand far above high-water mark. 
Not for all the gold ever buried, 
would he be stranded alone on 
that beach overnight. 

These safety measures attended 
to, he took his usual path through 
the waist-high underbush and wind- 
ing gullies between dunes to the 
beach. The sight before him was 
most gratifying, as the storm had 
gouged great gaps in the face of 
the dunes. At certain spots the sea 
had broken through and left pools 
of water behind them, and there 
was an abundance of new driftwood 
and timbers strewn along the foot 
of the dune barrier. There was a 
tremendous change since his last 
visit a week before. 


The Skipper plodded along in 
his usual manner, the sun at his 
back during the morning walk west- 
ward, and it would be at his back 
during his return eastward in the 
afternoon. This was done deliber- 
ately, so that the glare would not 
be in his eyes and cause him to 
overlook anything of interest. A 
further precaution he took was to 
walk always midway between the 
dunes and the water-mark on the 
beach, so that no sudden rush of 
anything out from the overhanging 
dunes would take him unprepared. 
The Skipper was a clear-headed and 
experienced man, and a churchman 
in good standing, so he did not 
believe in ghosts or demons, but 
he could not quite dismiss from his 
mind some of the blood-chilling 
stories he had heard of strange 
things along this desolate strand. 


The morning patrol passed with- 
out incident or reward, although 
he probed patiently along through 
the litter and debris for some hours. 
Finally he reached the west end 
of the beach, and a feeling of las- 
situde seemed to come over him; 
so strong that he decided to rest 
before making the return to his 
boat. Walking to the first of the 
dunes, and climbing to the top 
of one well covered with eel-grass, 
he lay down; his gun across his 
lower chest and his head popped 
up against his rolled-up pea-jacket. 

Suddenly, hours later, he awoke 
with a start, to find the sun well 
down on the horizon and darkness 
but a few hours away. Shaking out 
his jacket, he slid down the dune 
and started off at a brisk pace 
along the hard sand left by the 
receding tide. 

About a mile from the path lead- 
ing to the bay and to his boat, the 
gleam of a piece of glass or other 
shining object protruding from the 
base of a dune caught his eye. For 
a moment he hesitated, loathe to 
stop with night descending, but 
something urged him to investigate. 
On pushing aside the sand with his 
foot, he saw that the gleam which 
had attracted him came from the 
neck of a large, glazed blue crock, 
of the kind in general use for 

Continued on Page 155 
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L. I. Ships Went West 


The Forum has told of the fate of 
the Long Island whaling ship Sa- 
bina which, having carried a con- 
tingent of island whalemen to San 
Francisco by way of Cape Horn, 
was left to rot away in that west 


coast harbor. A similar fate befell 
the whaleship Niantic. Abandoned 
in San Francisco Bay in the fall 
of 1849 by her gold-hungry crew 
and passengers, she lay near the 
shore until reclamation operations 
by the booming city absorbed her 











L. I. FORUM INDEX 


The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary, 89-14 Parsons Blvd., Ja- 
maica, sells a complete index of 
the Long Island Forum for the 
years 1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 
postpaid. Also for the years 1948- 
1952 inclusive, at 50 cents post- 
paid. They were compiled by Miss 
Marguerite V. Doggett, Librarian 
L. I. Collection, and may be ob- 
tvined by addressing her at the 
Library. 








Suffolk Museum and 
Carriage House at 
Stony Brook 
Open 10 to 5:30 
Wednesdays thru Sundays 








Island’s Largest Display 


Ira J. Friedman, 215 Main Street, 
Port Washington, who has the 
largest display of Long Island 
books, maps and other material, 
is selling Historic Long Island in 
Pictures, Prose and Poetry at list 
price exclusively in that territory. 

—Adv. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 


AM 4-6600 and 6601 














In the case 


Leong Island timbers. 
of this vessel, however, her memo:-y 
was perpetuated by a hostelry be- 
ing erected over the spot where 


she had lain. Christened the Ni- 
antic Hotel after the ship, it stood 
until recent years as a monument 
to all those Long Island whaling 
ships which ended their days along 
the west coast of America. 


Continued on page 150 








Visitors Welcome 


The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historica] So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on displav. 
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The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S Colden, Presidem 

presents 

The Bowne House 
Built 1661 

Bowne St. and Fox Lane 

FLUSHING, N. Y. 
A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 
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Blomquist Laundry 
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Sassafras, Native Edible “Oree 


ASSAFRAS sassafras”’ (and 
would you believe it?) is 
the technical name for the tree and 


shrub we know as Sassafras! Such 
simplification of naming occurs 


with isolated rarity. There is us- 
ually a great mixture and combin- 
ation of letters for the scientific 
handle with an utterly elementary 
common name, such as “Lirioden- 
dron tulipifera” — Tulip Tree. Yet 
the Sassafras sold the encylopedias 
the idea of using the same name 
three times to make everyone hap- 
py. —— ‘‘Sassafras sassafras’ — Sas- 
safras. The Snowy Owl did nearly 
as good. He doubled on the scien- 
tific name — ‘‘Nyctea nyctea’> — 
then used good English in the third 
place — Snowy Owl. 

Sassafras has a very close relative 
in the Strawberry Shrub, both be- 
longing to the Laurel family — 
not the evergreen Mountain Laurel 
group. Our grandmothers used to 
pick the aromatic, reddish-purple 
flowers of the Strawberry Shrub and 
fold them away among their dainty 
things to perfume them. 

Sassafras flourishes in the Sunken 
Forest over on Fire Island Beach. 
This indicates it is a Long Islander 
of considerable standing. Trees 
growing at that watering spot are 
in the company of century-old hol- 
lies —no fly-by-nights by any means. 
Sassafras has been on Long Island 
a long, long time. 

Sassafras grows all along our At- 
lantic Coast from Canada to Florida 
and back into the country several 
hundred miles west of the Missis- 
sippi River. It reaches up mountain 
sides to nearly the 3000’ line. In 
the northern and higher locations 
Sassafras is a shrub while in the 
South it becomes a tree 100’ high 
with a trunk diameter approaching 
7 

The Indians had practical and in- 
dicative names for many _ trees, 
shrubs and flowers. They did not 
overlook Sassafras. The Onondagas 
called it Wha-nak-kas which means 
Smelling Stick. Could anything 
have been more significant for the 
leaves, twigs, bark, wood and roots 
have a_ distinctive, characteristic 
aroma. 

Any part of the shrub or tree 


Julian Denton Smith 

is good eating any season of the 
year. In winter I particularly enjoy 
chewing a Sassafras twig or eating 
the buds. Nothing is much better 
than the tender leaves in spring; 
leaves so young you cannot tell 
whether they will be single lobed 
or look like a mitten with an extra 
lobe for the thumb. Sometimes 
there are two extra lobes. 

The late Charles R. Bettes, chief 
engineer of the Queens County 
Water Co., at Far Rockaway, show- 
ed us, as Boy Scouts, how to get 
really delicious Sassafras. He would 
carefully dig down along the side 
of a Sassafras until he came upon 
a lateral root. He roughly cleaned 
the root and with his pocketknife 
cut through the root bark length- 
ways and lifted off a piece about 
one inch by two inches. He would 
half or quarter the piece of bark 
according to the number to be serv- 
ed. One piece made the most won- 
derful chew! Mr. Bettes used to 
say his pieces were pure, concen- 
trated Sassafras and I think they 
were. In cutting the root bark he 
was very careful that we under- 
stood he had not girdled the root, 
for girdling a root is equally as 
dangerous as girdling a branch. 

Sassafras blooms and bears fruit, 
but the flowers and berries are so 
insignificant and inconspicuous that 
we seldom notice them. The flow- 
ers look like clusters of little tas- 
sels. They are yellowish in color 


and appear at the time the leaves 
are unfolding and developing. The 
fruit comes in August in the form 
of slate-blue berries at the ends of 
short red stems. I do not know 
whether there is any taste to the 
berries but would assume there is 
since all other parts of the tree 
have the characteristic aromatic 
flavor. 

Every Sassafras tree has flowers 
but only the female trees produce 
fruit. There is another tree, also 
a good Long Islander, which has 
a male tree and a female tree 
the Holly. Holly berries come only 
on the female trees, and likewise the 
Sassafras. While we are talking 
about it, wild grapes are this way, 
too. That is the reason some wild 
grape vines never bear — they are 
male vines. 

The wood of Sassafras is yellow- 
ish brown in color, light in weight, 
soft, weak, brittle and coarse grain- 
ed. There are not many uses for 
this rather inferior wood. It is like 
the Locust, however, in one respect 

it is able to withstand decay in 
both soil and water. Consequently 
we find it used for fence posts and 
in boat building as well as in the 
production of barrels and casks. 
Sassafras is described as being light 
weight. One cubic foot weighs 31 
lbs., slightly heavier than Linden 
which is 28 Ibs. per cubic foot. 
The oaks weigh about 50 Ibs. to the 
cubic foot. 


Continued on page 157 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Babylon 





CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 
Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
8393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 











Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 








Hicksville 





SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
167 Broadway’ Tel. WElls 1-0600 





Riverhead 





DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Mortgages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 














EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 




















Continued From Page 148 

The whaling ship Huron which 
left for the Pacific on June 19, 
1849, had lain for months on a 
sand flat near Sag Harbor before 
being pulled off, patched, painted 
and sent around the Horn with 
Captain George H. Corwin in com- 
mand. Barely had she reached 
San Francisco when Captain Cor- 
win died. Nevertheless, her cargo 
of Long Island lumber was disposed 
of at Gold Rush prices and a hand- 
some profit was returned to Oliver 
R. Wade and his partners in the 
venture, all residents of eastern 
Long Island. 

The schooner Sierra Nevada, a 
speedy product of Benjamin Wade’s 
Sag Harbor shipyard, left for Cali- 
fornia August 28, 1849, taking a 
number of passengers and a cargo 
of provisions and lumber. Her mas- 
ter, Captain Lawrence B. Edwards, 
of an old east end family, landed 
his passengers safely at San Fran- 
cisco, sold the cargo, then the ship 
and, electing to become a Westerner, 
served the city as its first super- 
intendent of wharves. 

The Cadmus (of Lafayette fame) 
left Sag Harbor October 20, 1849, 
commanded by Captain John W. 
Fordham, and reached ’Frisco Bay 
only to share the fate of the Sa- 
bina and the Niantic. Twenty-five 
years before, she had carried the 
Marauis de Lafayette from France 
to New York on his memorable 
visit to be the guest of honor of 
the United States in recognition 
of the French general’s services in 
the Revolution. Captain Fordham 
left the Cadmus at San Francisco 
and entered the trans-Pacific trade. 
He never returned to Long Island 
but died some years later in China. 

On October 23, 1849, the Hamil- 
ton weighed anchor at Sag Harbor 
enroute to California which she 
reached four months later. Here 
her master, Captain Shamgar H. 
Slate gave up his command and 
joined the China trade, leaving the 
Hamilton in San Francisco Bay. 
He too died in China some years 
later. In the Hamilton’s crew was 
a sailor named Edwin Bill who 
later wrote of his experiences on 
the voyage west which included a 
stop at Juan Fernandez Island 
where he visited the cave made 
famous in the then recently pub- 
lished story of Robinson Crusoe. 

Staff Member 





Gunning a Century Ago 


From early times Long Island 


has been considered one of the 
Continued on next page 


Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Phone: Wading River 4323 
Port Washington 











Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





Commack 


Established — 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage 
Estates East of Huntington 
Jericho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. 
FOrest 8-9322 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 
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HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 
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Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 





Glen Head 





M. O. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
PHONE: ORiole 6-0491 
Agency Estab. Over 50 Years 





Central Islip 


ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 


INSURANCE 


Francis B. Garvey Robert Snyder 
MOhawk 1-2600 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 
889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. GRover 5-2100 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W.Glen St. Tel. ORiole 6-1500 
And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 


Westbury 











HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 38-0108 249 Post Ave. 





Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Bales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 








Lake Ronkonkoma 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 
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East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Established 1857 
Complete Insurance Service 


Jericho Road 
Tel. WAInut 2-0592 


" BENS T. WEST 


Real Estate - Insurance 


EAST /JETAUKET 
Long Island, New York 
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Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0876 




















finest areas for the Nimrod in this 
part of the country. Even before 
the advent of the white man up- 
country Indians came to the island 
to shoot wildfowl and shore birds, 
using of course the bow and ar- 
row whose noiseless operation had 
its advantages and resulted in great 
bags of game being taken from 
swimming ducks. 

In 1849 Henry William Herbert, 
a leading sportsman of that day, 
paid many tributes to Long Island 
as a huntsman’s paradise, in his 
book called “Frank Forester’s Field 
Sports,” he wrote: “The great 
tract of shallow, land-locked water 
which lies along almost the whole 
southern side of Long Island, im- 
properly called the Great South 
Bay, for it is rather a lagoon than 
a bay ... is the resort of countless 
flocks of aquatic fowl of every de- 
scription, and is especially the 
paradise of gunners.” 

“In the Great South Bay,” he 
continues, “where those immense 
salt marshes are separated by 
creeks and channels, a number of 
beautiful islands appear, differing 
in size and form, each having an 
appropriate name; they form quite 
an interesting feature in the ge- 
ography of the island; there the 
Red-breasted Sandpiper, during its 
short stay in the spring, takes up 
its abode.” This bird is today’s 
Robin Snipe and it is still found, 
although in no great numbers, on 
and around the same little islands 
of the bay. 

Herbert also refers to the many 
Yellowleg Snipe, which he calls 
Yellow-shanks and which were then 
being bagged or, more _ properly 
speaking, slaughtered along the is- 
land’s south shore. “A noted gun- 
ner residing in the vicinity of Bell- 
port,” he tells, “informed me that 
he killed 106 Yellow-shanks by dis- 
charging both barrels of his gun 
into a flock while they were sitting 
along the beach. This is a higher 
number than I should have hit 
upon, had I been asked to venture 
an opinion on the result of a very 
unusually successful shot. Still, it 
is entitled to credit.” 

The foregoing assertion by a man 
recognized in his day as a leading 
sports authority would certainly 
not evoke favorable comment 
among present day sportsmen. This 
attitude of gunners of a hundred 
years ago, who saw nothing wrong 
in shooting the sitting duck or 
snipe, may explain why game has 
entirely disappeared from some 


Continued next page 
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HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 
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First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 


When you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 
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Southold Savings Bank 
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Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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An Old Sketch of Miranda 


parts of the country and why in 
recent years bag limits have 
had to be invoked where game still 
exists. Continued Herbert: 

“The American Golden Plover ar- 
rives on Long Island in the latter 
part of April, and soon passes on 
to the northern regions where it is 
said to breed. In the early part 
of September, on its return from 
its natal abode, it frequents the 
Hempstead Plains, Shinnecock 
Hills and Montauk where it feeds 
on a variety of insects abounding 
in such places. Grasshoppers seem 
to be its favorite fare and when 
berries can be obtained they also 
contribute to its support. I have 
occasionally shot it along’ the 
shores and about the ponds on the 


more 


low wet meadows; but in general 
it prefers high, dry lands, unen- 
cumbered with woods. 

“The Hempstead Plains are well 
adapted to its habits, and during 
some seasons it is quite abundant 


on this miniature prairie. It is 
better known to our gunners by the 
name of ‘Frost Bird’, so called 


from being more plentiful during 
the early frosts in autumn, at which 
season it is generally in fine con- 
dition, and especially well flavored. 
Commanding a high price in the 
New York markets, it is eagerly 
sought after by the gunners, and 
not requiring the fatigue and ex- 
posure attending the shooting of 
shore birds, it affords much amuse- 
ment to sportsmen.” H. P. Horton 
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Miranda at Shelter Island 
In the summer of 1784 the Vene- 
zuelan liberator, then planning the 
liberation from the Spanish yoke, 
was the guest of honor at a lunch- 
eon of notables at Sylvester Manor 
on Shelter Island. It was not 
until 23 years later that he launch- 
ed his campaign which resulted 
in Venezuela’s independence, some- 
thing that Miranda did not live to 
see for he died in a Spanish prison. 
Many Long Islanders contributed 

funds to Miranda’s campaign. 

A.S.R. 


Your Long Island Forum is a 
Must in our household for both 
my wife and I read it from cover 
to cover. Julian Smith, one of your 
writers, is a friend of mine, both of 
us having lived in Far Rockaway 
and attended the same church. 
John W. Skidmore Counsellor at 
Law, Lawrence. 
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Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 
Manhasset 7 2646. 
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Maps, Documents. 
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“Political Opinions of Early 1800's 


MONG the old family papers 
given me by my cousin, Ar- 

thur Strong, is a letter from my 
grandfather, Selah B. Strong, to his 
father, Thomas S. Strong, which 
shows the political feelings and 
economic conditions in New York 
in the year 1817. This letter is so 
interesting I will copy part of it: 
New York, 5th of March, 1817 


Hon. Sir: Much dissention is 
likely to arise in the election of 
our next governor. The candidates 
are General Porter and Mr. Clinton. 
Porter is the Tammany candidate, 
but I think the prospect is rather 
in favor of Clinton. His partisans 
are all over the state and certainly 
make a great noise. The federalists 
look on with much indifference, 
knowing very well that but little 
good can be expected from either, 
and that neither of the candidates, 
altho both unprincipled men, can 
do much injury. 


Kate W. Strong 





Silas Wood, Congressman - Historian 


Every kind of produce is now 
very high. Potatoes and corn com- 
mand an exorbitant price, wheat 
is rather cheaper, meat of every 
kind is very high — mutton, veal. 
and poultry were never higher. 
When the navigation opens, the 
prices of produce, with perhaps the 
exception of a few articles, will 
diminish. 

Please to give my love to mama 
and sisters. 

Your affectionate son, 
S. B. Strong 

Here is a letter from Silas Wood, 
Congressman from the 11th district, 
to Selah B. Strong, Drown Meadow 
(Port Jefferson), showing the un- 
certainty of political opinions on 
the subject of the Presidency in 
1824: 

Washington, Dec. 11th, 1824 

Dear Sir: With regard to the 
next president it is still uncertain. 


Continued on page 155 
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Continued from page 144 


and would repeat the last hour 
struck if a cord at the back were 
pulled, repeating the hour just 
passed until within five minutes of 
the next hour. 

Several of the finest of these 
latter models are still in existence. 
The one made in 1791 for John 
Lyon Gardiner of the Isle of Wight 
(Gardiner’s Island), who paid 28 
pounds for it, is owned by Win- 
throp Gardiner and is standing in 
his East Hampton home. Another 
was made for Jeremiah Miller, East 
Hampton’s village postmaster, who 
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their present owners. This list will 
be preserved in the Pennypacker 
collection in the East Hampton Li- 
brary. All but three of the old 
clocks were keeping splendid time 
and these three, we were told, 
would undoubtedly do so if prop- 
erly attended to. 


Let us hope that many future 
generations will continue to revere 
these truly remarkable masterpieces 
of early American craftsmanship 
and that the memory of Nathaniel 
Dominy, the Clockmaker, will in- 
spire other men to seek perfection 
in their various pursuits. 
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Dominy House, East Hampton 
Sketched by W. O. Stevens 


lived opposite the present Presby- 
terian Church where until recently 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Sherman lived. This 
clock is now owned by Fred Dom- 
iny of Bay Shore, who always says 
when showing it, ‘Yes, it’s a Dom- 
iny clock, but it’s not for sale.” 
The writer, with the late Captain 
Tyson Dominy, looked up the 
known Dominy clocks and _ listed 


In October 1942 H. F. Hendrick- 
son of Bridgehampton wrote the 
Forum: “I am the proud owner 
of a Dominy Clock which tells the 
day of the month, day of the week, 
time of day, strikes the hour and, 
by pulling a cord, will strike the 
last hour. This clock was made in 
1780, so engraved on its face, and 
keeps perfect time. I often wonder, 
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as I look at this fine piece of work- 
manship, how painstaking and ac- 
curate a craftsman Mr. Nathaniel 
Dominy must have been. The old 
clock has always run and has a 
most interesting history.”’ 

Miss Amy McKay of Newport 
News, Virginia, wrote: “My father 
has one made in 1788.” 

The East Hampton Star editor- 
ialized, in part: “Mentioning Miss 
Elizabeth Brown's article on the 
Dominy clocks, in this month's 
Long Island Forum (which we had 
already read with pleasure), one 
of our readers called up and asked 
us to mention that a proposal has 
been made to move the old clock 
shop from the Dominy house on 
North Main street to Memorial 
Green, near the Old Hook Mill, 
where it could be preserved for 
posterity and would be accessible to 
visitors. 

Wrote Charles Messer Stow in 
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his column, The Quester, in the 
New York Sun: ‘The attached 
clockmaker's shop ought to be kept 
by the Village, if an evil fate be- 
fall the house and it has to be torn 
down.” 

Mrs. Nat S. Miller of East 
Hampton wrote: “I have an old 





Dominy “Timepiece” 


Dominy clock which has been in 
my family many years. My great- 
grandfather bought it at an auction 
and it was said to be the second 
clock which the elder Mr. Dominy 


made.” 


Continued from page 153 


It is not ascertained whether Mr. 
Crawford or Clay comes into the 
House — and it is not known how 
the different states from the South 
and West will vote. The members 
of Congress have carefully abstained 
from any conversation on the sub- 
ject. I cannot give my opinion on 
the subject in the present state of 
things. 








POWELL 


Funeral Home, Inc. 
67 Broadway 


Amityville, New York 
AMityville 4-0172 


Monumental Work 


Please to give my respects to your 
Father and his Family. 

Respecfully yours, 
Silas Wood 

Now we will go back to a letter 
about a very youthful Selah. In a 
letter written by his uncle, Ben- 
jamin Strong, in May, 1804, to 
Selah’s father, Thomas S. Strong, 
he writes: ‘Selah returns with 
Captain Hawkins. He would will- 
ingly have stayed over one trip, but 
I did not like to keep him, con- 
trary to your directions — he would 
have gone to the Play tonight which 
he will lose the opportunity of do- 
ing. He says he pays for the suit 
of clothes with his own money, of 
course was entitled to his own 
choice, I fear his mama will com- 
plain of the washing it will re- 
quire. 

Here is a political opinion in an- 
other letter from Benjamin Strong 
in 1804: ‘Great interest is mak- 
ing for the next Governor election, 
the account from the Northward 
respecting Burr is very favorable, 
indeed if the Federalists generally 
turn out, and vote for him, which 
seeems to be the opinion generally. 
I believe he will succeed — my 
maxim (of two evils choose the 
least). I like neither but shall vote 
for Burr as the best man of the 
two.” 

In 1832 Benjamin is evidently 
still not pleased with the political 
scene. He wrote in a letter that 
year: “I send you the President's 
message in an extra. I consider 
it worth one and a half cents (the 
cost of the postage) and not much 
more. 
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Continued from Page 147 
preserving fruits or vegetables. The 
wide neck of this one was sealed 
with a wooden stopper made tight 
with rosin. Laying down his gun, 
he tugged and strained at the neck 
but was unable to move it, so 
sweeping and digging away more 
sand with his hands he uncovered 
the upper part of the crock and 
found it to be of much greater size 
than he had at first imagined. Now 
thoroughly excited, the Skipper 
pulled and twisted but still could 
not drag the body of the thing out, 
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and finally was compelled to com- 
pletely unearth it. This done, he 
attacked the stopper, and having 
chipped away the rosin and drawn 
the wood disc, he rolled the crock 
toward the neck. Out rolled and 
slid a handful of gold coins, as 
bright as the day they had been 
minted in far-off Spain. 

Now panic overcame the Skipper, 
and dropping the coins he had ex- 
amined, he grasped his gun and 
clambered to the top of the dune. 
Quickly he scanned the length and 
breadth of the beach, both bay and 
ocean side, but saw no one. An- 
other long look to make sure, and 
he slid down again to his treasure. 
Wave upon wave of exultation 
caused the old man’s heart to pound 
with excitement. His years of pa- 
tient search had been rewarded. 

Scooping out a hollow in the 
sand, he lined it with his jacket 
and poured out his wealth, making 
a bundle of the bulk of it. Stuffing 
every pocket with the overflow of 
coins he started dragging it along 
the sand to his landing place. It 
was terribly heavy, and hard work, 
but the old sea-dog made it, and 
panting and near exhaustion he 
staggered to the shore of the bay. 
With the Jast ounce of strength in 
his body and the aid of the boat's 
oars, he heaved his precious cargo 
aboard. 

By this time it was dusk, and 
as he sat in the stern-sheets of his 
small craft, slowly recovering his 
strength, he suddenly noticed a 
schooner between the island and the 
mainland, heading due east in the 
channel. He sat quietly, never tak- 
ing his eyes off her until she was 
abreast of him. He could not iden- 
tify her in the semi-darkness, and 
his imagination raced frantically 
from one fantastic situation to an- 


other. What if she suddenly veered 
in and headed straight for him? 
Could any aboard her have had a 
glass trained on him, and want to 
see what heavy burden this lone 
man was dragging to his boat? 
What irony if after all these years, 
and this joyous climax, his family 
should hear that his boat had been 
found abandoned and adrift, and 
he missing. Of course there would 
be a search, and it would be fruit- 
less, and eventually people would 
shake their heads, and tell their 
children how one more man had 
gone to Fire Island once too often. 
None of this came to pass how- 
ever, and as the schooner melted 
into the darkness, he retrieved his 
anchor, shoved off the beach and 
headed across the bay for home. 


The amount of the gold recov- 
ered was never established, but ac- 
cording to local gossip which lasted 
for a generation, it was great. It is 
known that a neat schooner was 
built for the old seaman shortly 
after his last return from the island, 
and shortly after that, a large and 
comfortable house which was lived 
in by his descendents until about 
sixty years ago. 

Tales of recovered treasure often 
seem fantastic, and it is true that 
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they do gather both weight and 
bulk as the story comes down 
through the years. Nevertheless, 
none are more unbelievable than 
that of William Phips who success- 
fully located a sunken ship and 
took from her a vast fortune in 
jewels, gold and silver ingots. The 
silver alone weighed over 65,000 
pounds, and his fortune was made, 
ending with the post of governor 
of Massachusetts. All of which is 
thoroughly documented and re- 
corded. 








Southampton Historical 


Museum 
Meeting House Lane 

Early American glass, china, tex- 
tiles, costumes, maps, records, In- 
dian relics. Farm implements, 
housekeeping utensils. One-room: 
schoolhouse. Revolutionary barn 
with old Country Store. Whale- 
ship logs, crewlists, etc., of east- 
ern L. I. 

THE HOLLYHOCKS 

South Main Street 

Oldest English frame house in the 
State of New York. Exhibition 
of hooked rugs and old quilts July 
and August. 


Open June 12 to Sept. 20 
Daily 11-5; Sunday 2-5 


Adults 50 cents; children 25 cents 
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“Long Island Whalers” 


By Paul Bailey 


The history of whaling by L. I. ships and men for 
more than 200 years, briefly told. Showing the begin- 
ring, the rise, the peak and the decline and finish of 
the industry between the 1640’s and 1870’s. Well illus- 
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Continued from page 149 


The brittleness of Sassafras is 
clearly marked in my mind by some 
rabbit hunting as a youngster. We 
never had much luck catching rab- 
bits in box traps and such. One day 
we found how to bait a noose at- 
tached to a _ bent-over sappling. 
Everytime we bent a Sassafras, it 
cracked and split. We found that 
Hickory sapplings bent over easily 
and had tremendous spring when 
released. We caught a good many 
rabbits with the noose method until 
one morning we found the neigh- 
bor’s cat dangling from the noose 
at the top of a spindly, tall Hickory! 
That ended the rabbit hunting. 

A strong aromatic oil is obtained 
from Sassafras bark, twigs and roots 
through a process of distillation. 
The oil of Sassafras is by far the 
most valuable output of the tree, 
away over and beyond any other 
product of the tree. The oil is 
absorbed by perfume manufacturers 
and by certain producers of house- 
hold remedies. Sassafras tea was 
once credited with remarkable medi- 
cinal value. I think that reputation 
has disappeared along with a similar 
claim of Boneset tea. 

In earlier days Sassafras tea was 
a common home remedy for prac- 
tically all ailments. When Sassafras 
tea seemed of insufficient powers 
and properties, Boneset tea was 
brewed and administered. Boneset 
tea had the most godawful flavor 
imaginable. It came from the dried 
leaves of the common wild flower 
of the same name. Boneset some- 
what resembles Yarrow, another 
common wild flower. Yarrow leaves 
appear in a seemingly irregular, hit- 
or-miss fashion around the stem 
(actually there is a definite pat- 
tern). Boneset leaves are in pairs, 
every other pair being set at a 
90° angle to the pair immediately 


above and below. In looking straight 
down on a Boneset stem the leaves 
make the form of a cross. 

Before the general use of arti- 
ficial flavorings one of our very 
popular bottled beverages was flav- 
ored with the Sassafras extract. A 
similar drink found ready market 
in London, England, where it was 
named Saloop. I have heard my 
grandmother say that once in a 
while she steeped a Sassafras leaf 
in the Switchel she was cooling 
preparatory to carrying it to the hay 
crews out in the lots. The Sassafras 
leaf gave variety to the taste of 
the Switchel. 

If one of our readers is around 
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when a bulldozer clears a piece of 
land for a development, he should 
get a root of Sassafras, strip off 
some of the root bark and chew it. 
He will probably end up by taking 
home a handful of the stuff. It’s 
good! 


The Prins Hendrick clematis 
made its American debut (from 
Holland) in 1932 at the Van Kleef 
nurseries in Patchogue. 


The drowning of two-year-old 
Tommy Chasas of Babylon on Au- 
gust 4, 1937, was believed due to 
wild swans having dragged the 
youngster into Argyle Lake. 
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“THE GEOLOGY OF LONG ISLAND” 
By Robert R. Coles 


This limited edition of 500 numbered copies tells 
the complete story of the island’s geologic background 
A clearly printed, 
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Tourists Flock to American Shrine 


Famed “Midnight Ride of Paul 
Revere” painting by William R. 
Leigh, N. A., is admired by a group 
of visiting sailors at the Old North 


Church, Boston, as Rev. Clifford 
Chadwick tells the story of the 
Revolutionary War event. Below 
the painting are the lanterns which 
were hung in the old North belfry 
for the one-if-by-land, two-if-by-sea 





ums 


Photo courtesy Boston 
Evening American 
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warning. The original Leigh can- 
vas inspired by the historic “Ride” 
and Longfellow’s famous words, 
“The Fate of a Nation was riding 
that night,’”’ has created such wide- 
spread Americana interest that, 
though public demand, the loan of 
the Leign painting has been extend- 
ed to November list. 

This loan by his widow, Ethel 
Traphagen Leigh, director of the 
Traphagen School of Fashion, has 
been made possible through the 
Grand Central Art Galleries in New 
York. It will enable tourists to 
New England, making the 1958 pil- 
grimage to Boston in celebration 
of the 183.d Anniversary of that 
famous ride (commemorated also 
by the new issue of the first Paul 
Revere stamp—of interest to phi- 
latelists as well as the public) to 
view this great painting during the 
summer and fall months. Over two 
hundred thousand persons visited 
Old North Church last year and 
patriotic Americans are hoping that 
someone will offer to present the 
Leigh painting as a permanent ad- 
dition to this shrine of Liberty be- 
fore the Joan period terminates. 
Endicott Peabody is chancellor of 
this famed “Old North” on Salem 
Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 

Other works by Leigh are on view 
in New Yok at the Traphagen 
School of Fashion, 1680 Broadway 
(52nd St.), New York, and visitors 
are always welcome, without 
charge. 
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Illustrated Cookbook 


to commemorate 
300th Anniversary. 


Bridgehampton’s 

Over i75 deli- 
cious recipes reproduced in original 
handwriting. Attractively illustrat- 
Ideal birthday, 
other anniversary or Christmas gift. 
Benefit Bridgehampton Historical 
Society. Price $2, plus 15c mailing. 
Address Cookbook, Box 617, Bridge- 
hampton, L. IL, N. Y. 


ed by local artists. 
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“THE THIRTEEN TRIBES” | 
By Paul Bailey 
Third Printing Now Ready. $1 Postpaid 


A brief account of the names, locations, customs, 
characteristics and history of the Long Island Indians. 
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LIGHT FOR LIVING 
IN A BED OF ROSES 








Enjoy your flowers after sundown 


Now you can have more hours to stage your 
own private flower show. Plan the light so 
that you silhouette one bed and highlight 
another, so that you focus interest on 
special groups of blossoms or even change 
the color and effect of others. Over-all flood- 
lighting placed on trees or the house or 


Free copies of ‘“‘Light For Living . . . 


garage will give unity to the whole garden 
vista, while special mushroom type reflec- 
tors will put the spotlight on blooms that 
are your greatest pride and joy. It’s easy. 
The methods are summed up in an exciting 
little book, “‘Light For Living . .. Outdoors.” 
Ask for your copy. 


Outdoors’? mailed upon request. 


For Your Copy, Write to: 


LONG ISLAND LIGHTING COMPANY 
SALES DEPARTMENT 


250 OLD COUNTRY ROAD, 


MINEOLA, NEW YORK 


LONG ISLAND LIGHTING COMPANY 
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Symmes a Pioneer 


John Cleves Symmes, born at 
1742, studied 
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ebruary 1777 became an Associate 
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When the Ohio Terri- 


Gory, comprising several future 
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Hunt’s Foster House 
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Banquets and Weddings 
Call SAyville 4-4181 
Dinners to 9 P. M. Weekdays 
10 P. M. Saturdays 


Closed Mondays. South Road 
off Montauk Hwy. Just South of 
Golden Eagle Monument, Sayville 
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states, was opened up, following 
the Revolution, he acquired 600,000 
acres of land directly north of the 
Ohio river. 

In 1794, President Washington 
granted him 311,600 additional 
acres. Meanwhile in 1789 he had 
become a Judge of the U. S. Circuit 
Court of the Northwest Territory. 
On November 22, 1795 his daughter 
Anna Symmes, born at Laurel in 
Riverhead town eighteen years be- 
fore, became the wife of William 
Henry Harrison who was elected 
President of the United States 
nearly a half-century later. 


“Home, Sweet Home” English Born 


John Howard Payne’s immortal 


ballad Sweet Home” 
first publicly sung at the Theatre 
Royal, Covant Garden, London, on 
May 8, 1823, as part of Payne’s 
new opera, “Clari; or, The Maid of 
Milan”. As sung by the famous 
English actress, Miss Tree, the 
song became an instant hit in Eng- 
land, but not until years later did 
it gain popularity in America. 
Payne was born in New York City 
but his mother was a native of 
East Hampton, now the locale of 
the old cottage which was first 


“Home, was 
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Civil Engineers—Surveyors 
Grayview Building 
2 Lakeview Avenue, Lynbrook 


Tel. LYnbrook 9-5563 














called “Home, Sweet Home” in the 
1920's. 
George S. Case 
Jamaica 
Couldn’t Be Used 
Why didn’t you use my letter 
criticizing several stories in a re- 
cent issue of the Forum? (name 
withheld). Answer: Criticism that 
attempts to belittle the author does 
not meet Forum _ requirements. 
Editors. 
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L. I.’s FAMOUS 
OYSTER and CLAM 
BAR 


Maple Ave. Dock, Bay Shore 
Margaret E. Clark, Gilbert M. Clark 


Tels. MOhawk 5-1550 and 1551 














OLSEN’S 


Famous for Smorgasbord 
Carman Rd. and O!d Sunrise Hwy. 
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